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wherewith he was wont to assuage the pain of a colic to
which he was subject. But his death was so welcome to all
that no great trouble seems to have been taken to arrive at
the manner of it, and it does not even appear that any
punishment was inflicted on Hasan Beg, who, indeed, is said
to have been also half paralysed when found1.

Muhammad Khudd-banda, in spite of his blindness, was
now placed on the throne which he had refused on the death
of his father Shdh Tahmasp. He was at this
time about forty-six years of age2 and was resi-
^ent at Shfr4z,having been replaced in his former
government of Herdt by his little son Prince
'Abbas Mirzd, whose narrow escape from death has just been
described. The new king at once set out for Qazwfn, and
amongst those who welcomed him at Qum was Hasan Beg
Riimlu, the author of the Ahsanu't-Tawdrfkh> which im-
portant but unpublished history was concluded in this very
year and contains the most authoritative account of the
events above narrated. That this account is in places con-
fused and must be supplemented by later histories like the
Khuld-i-Barin and Tdrikh-i-'Alam-drd-yi-Abbdsi arises
from the fact that the author, for his own personal safety,
had to walk with great caution amidst the rapidly-changing
circumstances of these perilous times.

At Qazwfn, Muhammad Khuda-banda received the hom-
age of Sulayman Pdshd, a great-grandson of Abii Sa'fd the
Tfimirid, who greeted him with the following verses :

1 Cf. Sir John Malcolm's History of Persia (London, 1815), vol. i,
pp. 516-517.
* According to the Ahsanift-Ta'wdrikh he was born in 938/1531-2.